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1. Interest, both military and eivilian, 1is now ecentered at Dien Bien Phu, the great
French fortress in northern Laos, where a great battle is being prepared., The
French General Staff maintains two hypotheses concerning the purpose of the large
congentration of Vietminh forces in this seckor:

as To isolate and paralize this French fortress while the major part of the
Vietminh forees bypasses Dien Bien Phu in 2 rapid advance on Luang Prahang,
the capital of Laos; or

ba  To launch the entire Victminh force agalnst this fortress and to overrun it in
a declisive battle,

2.  The Communist General, Yo Npuyen Glap, has made the most gareful preparations in
bullding up his fighting forces to a maximum strength. The French General Stafr
therefore expects this attack to become the mest violent one in this war, The
French have concentrated their best availlable froops and strongest arms in and
around the fortress. Their General Staff 1s apparently optimistic, yet the out-
ecome of the battle in the offing seems rather uncertain to the neutral experts.
Pollowing hls expensive experience at Nasam, Vo Nguyen Glap is aware of the risks
he 1s now taking and will probably provideée all the factors needed for victory
before he deeides to launch his offensive. He has the initiative and he may
ehoose his own $ime, sincs there is nothing to foree him to seek an urgent solubion.
He also may choose by bypass Dien Blen Phu, should an assault on that fortress
appear to him as too costly or inconeclusive.
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The Vietminh has completed a very large concentration of its forces against

‘Tlen Blen Phu. Seversl battalions, belonging to three different divisions,

some 20 thousand men, have been assembled in this area. They are supported

by three AA battalions, and one artillery regiment. PFor the first time in
eight years of war, the Communist General Staff has accepted the caleulated
risk of leaving its vital bases in the north Tonkin Delta unguarded. They

have lef't behind only reglonal battalions protested by a dense intelligence
net, Most of their troops, ineluding the best ones, are nov at Dien Bien Phu.
A vast supply line has alsc been organized by requisitioning 40 thousand ecolles
from among the population and sending there some 300 trucks, which in the las¥
month have been piling up stocks of food and smmunition in the vicinlty of

Dien Bién Phu. In splte of almost daily alr ralds, this traffic could not be
stopped. The food convoys have been coming directly from Yunnan in Communist
China, where large stocks of materiel have been ammassed. Finally, in the
entire region around Dien Blen Fhu the paguis, which the French Command had
organized, has been cleaned up by the Red troops. (They were ordered by the
French to disperse and then to join, in small groups, the forees in the Dien
Bien Phu fortress.)

In splte of the recongﬁéggﬁgfq%hakék, a1l danger to central Laos has not been
eliminated by the French counteroffensive. The vebel battalions, although hadly
mauled {one and one~half battalions have been lost) are stlll able to start an
offensive agalnst Vientiane, particularly should the Vietminh forces bypass Dien
Bien Phu and march on Luang Prabang. At present the Vietminh forces, are belng
regrouped in central Laos, and their depleted focdstocks have been replenished
wlth 300 tons of food, which they took at Thakek. These troops have also been
assigned the politileal task of disintegrating all resistance in central Laos by
propaganda work among the population. - I% seems that thls had been .the maln
purpose of the offensive against Thakek; the capbture of that town may not even
have been planned at first. The unexpecbed loss of Thakek proved extremely
costly for the French who lost a large ameunt of war materlal there. The brand=-
nev American machine guns had to be destroyed by fire, since there was no

time for shipping them away. The Vietminh troops have also captured enough.
materinl to elothesnd feed themselves for many monbhs.

¥nile the French lines of comsunication between northera and southern Laos are
being restored, General lgvarrs nas started- an unexpected of fensive agalnst

the Vietminh in the centrsl zone of Vietnam, extending from Nhatrang to Tourane.
Military experts generally disapprove of this decislon since this operstion,
even if completely successful, will only. attain gains in a sector of secondary
importance. It is -an of fensive which needs a long period of time and is directed
against an area where the Vietminh has no important bases to lose. The French
forces sent into this area will have to sigy there for at least six months,
while the Vietmlnh may withdrav into the mountains bordering the coastline }
from where they may continue thelr narassing attacks for almest any. length of
time. .

Unbiased observers note thtt recent military moves on both sides indicate an
intent of assuring themsclves Tavorable positions in case negotiatlons fox an
arnistice are started. Ho Chi Minh 1s trying to establish himsel{ firmly north
of the 16 parallel, including northern Laos, while the Frentch-Vietnam [orces are
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improving thely security . in the.south. by ocgupying an enemy enélate, eaBy Lo
take, in.their own-area: -This polltical. lntent could ‘explain. the recént bacilcs
of - both-sides which militarily do not seem reasenable. The French - Geuefal

Staff denies such intent and eriphasizes that they are seeking rapid succedses,
even -Af they be only temporary, 1ln order to prevent the: 1dea of neootiationa with
the enemy gaining supcorta .

Whatever the French military plans are, the idea of -armlstice negothtions {o
start soon, has spread-in Vietnamese political circles and has caused the Caocdalsts
to react strongly against 1t. This sect has published s letter which 1%t sent-to
the French Minister, Jagaust, who ¥t&b present in Indochina, te warn the French
authoritles that the Caodaists were definitely opposed to any negotiations -with
the Communists, and that in case of such negobiatlons, Whey ‘would Join the maguls
ahd also establish -themselves in the Philippinesy vhere,-with American-aid, they
kuld establisb an anti-Communist. government for liberation. . .

Tt seems that.a French em¢ssary,[;:::::;::;:::]haﬁ made contact with A V19tminh 25X1
emlssary -to explore the chances of eventual armistlce negotlations, but nothing

is known about the result ol these contacts. To Judge by the optimlsm of the
Prdnch’ General Staff, the-ides of Hegotiating an ‘armistles has been put off without,
however, having been abandoned. On the other hand, -Ho Ghi. Mxnh s eertainly not.
forced to negobiate zn armistice. His milisary potential -is intact. Cuite rédently
he- started to use more powerful and dengerous arms in the guerrillainfested Zenkin
Telta: land mines more powerful than any heretofore knouwn, -and almost impessible
to-detect. These mines-have been supplied by the Chinese Communists, and they-

are ¢apable of pulverlzing even a tank,. - Mlnes are being used pow in. the Tonkin
Delta e a.far greater extent than herétofore, Military and eivilian: truecks and
¢drs are being- degtroyed in large numbers, and serious lesses in human lives have
also beén suffered.’ In central and southern Vietnam, guerrilla Efighting has:

8150 been inereaseds  Sevéral tralns have been blown up-regently on the lines Hué—
Tourane and Hué'Duang Tri, In the-south, a‘ayelist contest, -called the Tour of "
Southern Vietnam, had to be ecancélled since, immediately-after the start, Lerrorist
attions interfered with the tour. There 1s a-constent Communist effort to increase
the fighting quallty of the partisans-in central Vietnam, while in the south, they
are also able to organlze mlnor oneratien against outposts and smaller fortified
areas. . ‘ 1

Ghlnese materlal ald has been conslderably inerensed dn recent weeks., It-includes
some heavy matérial: 105 callber guns, AA batteries, and special -fuel for

Meletov' trucks. Intelligence-agents have also been reerulted reecently in lawge.
numbevs; some Communi ;% agents had become tco well known and had %o be Peplacea.
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